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IN  MEMORIAM 


The  rev.  ROBERT  HALL  MORRISON,  D.  D. 


Vtm  In  RM-kjr  River  i?«Birr«>irNtlon.  Cabarrn*  C«aMty,  Sertb  i:^Tii- 
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NIaely-Flrst  year  of  his  «ce. 


The  Southern  Church  mingles  its  sympathies  with  the  Pres- 
bytery of  Mecklenburgh,  in  the  death  of  its  ojdest  Minister,  this 
venerated  man  of  God. 

Society  suffers  in  the  removal  of  one  of  its  strongest  sup- 
ports and  truest  ornaments.  The  Church,  bereft  of  one  of  its 
brightest  crowns,  mourns  over  an  aching  void;  a  void  that  can 
never  l>e  filled.  An  extraordinary  character  has  vacated  an  extra- 
ordinary sphere  of  usefulness  and  honor,  A  bright  star  whom 
we  have  seen  shining  at  Christ's  right  hand  here  below,  is  now 
shining  with  surpassing  splendor  with  Christ  above. 

Descended  from  a  sterling  Scotch- Irish  Presbyterian  ancestry, 
he  inherited  those  marked  and  noble  qualities  of  mind  and  heart, 
which,  hallowed  by  grace,  made  him  an  honour  to  the  age  and  a 
Irfeanng  to  the  world.  Early  called  by  the  Saviour,  in  the  morn- 
ing of  life,  he  obeyed  the  voice  of  the  gracious  Shepherd,  and 
followed  him  faithfully  to  its  close.  Communion  with  God,  med- 
itation upon  the  glory  of  Christ,  the  study  of  the  Scriptures,-^ 
which  he  read  through  four  times  each  year,  with  commentaries, 
dwelling   upon  their  preciousness   and   power — the   perusal  of 
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devotional  works,  were  his  chief  delight.  Lilerary  tastes  were 
sanctified,  and  mind  and  heart  found  their  highest  satisfaction 
and  enjoyment  in  the  green  pastures  of  Divine  Truth  and  beside 
the  still  waters  of  Divine  consolation. 

The  grand  doctrines  of  grace,  embodied  in  the  Calvinistick 
system  of  faith,  entered  into  and  moulded  his  christian  experi- 
ence and  made  him  humble  and  prayerful,  cheerful  and  strong, 
decided  but  liberal,  active  and  zealous,  steadfast,  immovable, 
always  abounding  in  the  work  of  the  Lord,  knowing  that  his 
labor  was  not  in  vain  in  the  Lord.  In  his  latter  years  all  of  his 
income — alter  providing  for  physical  wants — was  devoted  to  the 
Gospel,  not  restricting  himself  to  his  own,  but  assisting  all 
denominations  of  Christiaiis.  He  left  a  legacy  to  the  American 
Bible  Society,  having  made  all  his  children  life-members,  and 
was  himself  a  life-director.  His  works  do  follow  him  and  will 
continue  to  follow  him  forever  !  Christians  of  every  name  were 
received  into  his  confidence  and  love,  but  none  were  left  una- 
ware that  the  venerable  Patriarchal  and  Apostolick  Presbyterian 
Church,  "the  Mother  of  us  all,"  was  the  home  of  his  heart  and 
his  chief  joy. 

Dr.  Morrison  was  graduated  at  the  University  of  North  Caro- 
lina, in  1818;  dividing  the  honours  of  his  class  with  President 
Pdk,  also  of  Presbyterian  linage,  and  lirom  that  Presbyterian 
w^tion  of  the  State  which  gave  to  the  world  the  first  Declaration 
of  American  Independence,  May  20,  1775.  Dr.  Morrison  was 
ordained  by  Concord  Presbytery  in  1820,  his  first  charge  being 
Providence  church  in  Mecklenburg  county.  He  was  soon  called, 
thence,  to  Fayetteyille.  During  his  pastorate  there,  he  was,  on 
the  27th  of  April,  1824,  at  Vesuvius  Furnace,  Lincoln  county, 
N.C.,  united  in  marriage  with  a  lady  of  a  renowned  family,  Miss 
Mary  Graham,  sister  of  Gov.  William  A.  Graham,  and  daughter 
of  Gen.  Joseph  Graham,  of  illustrious  Revolutionary  fame, — 
a  devout  Christian,  and  for  the  last  10  or  12  years  of  his  life, 
Ruling  Elder  in  Unity  Church,  Lincoln  County. 

Dr.  Morrison  remained  in  Fayetteville  from  1822  to  18*7, 
then  accepted  a  call  to  the  venerable  Sugar  Creek  Church,  three 
miles  fro3»  Charlotte;  in  which  historick  town,  the  birthplace 
of  American  Independence,  a  Prttbyterian  church  was  organized 
by  him,  their  membership  having  been,  previously,  in  the  mother 
church.  Sugar  Creek.  To  these  churches  he  ministered  most 
acceptably.     His  scholarly  attainments,  his  chaste  and  elegant 


diction,  his  dignified  mien,  his  impressive  delivery,  his  heart  00 
fire  with  the  love  of  Christ  and  the  love  of  souls,  captivated  his 
hearers  and  made  his  ministry  a  ministry  of  power.  His  was  no 
non  committal,  politick,  trimming  disposition,  courting  or  valu- 
ing popular  favour,  winking  at,  if  not  approving  of  fiwhionable 
folly  and  iniquity.  He  fearlessly  denounced  worldly  conformity 
in  the  Church.  Christ's  name  was  on  his  forehead,  seen  and 
read  by  all.  He  followed  the  Lamb  whithersoever  he  went,  bear- 
ing his  cross,  following  Him  through  evil  as  well  as  good  report, 
regardless  of  the  buzz  of  dissent,  or  the  clamor  of  op{>ositic»i. 
His  was  no  half  way  offering  of  himself,  but  full  and  entire,  upo« 
the  altar  of  God,  and  with  an  ardor  that  never  cooled,  and  a  zeal 
that  never  wavered,  he  continued  a  faithlul,  uncompromising 
witness  to  the  truth,  whether  men  would  hear,  or  whether  they 
would  forbear,  even  to  the  end.  David's  description  of  a  citizen 
of  Zion  was  applicable  to  him:  "In  whose  eyes  a  vile  person  b 
contemned,  but  he  horoureth  them  that  fear  the  Lord."  "Do 
not  I  hate  them,  O  Lord,  that  hate  Thee?  and  am  not  I  grieved 
with  those  that  rise  up  against  Thee  ?  I  hate  them  with  perfect 
hatred:     I  count  them  mine  enemies." 

Deeply  impressed  by  the  fact  that  very  few  candidates  for  the 
Ministry  came  from  the  State  University  and  other  secular  iiMti- 
tutions,  and  realizing  the  necessity  of  a  Presbyterian  college 
as  a  nursery  for  the  Church  and  its  Ministers,  Dr.  Morrison 
brought  before  Concord  presbytery,  on  the  lath  of  March,  1835, 
at  Prospect  Church,  Rowan  County,  a  resolution  for  the  estab- 
lishment within  its  bounds,  of  a  Presbyterian  College,  where  Pres- 
byterian doctrines  should  be  faithfully  taught  and  expounded. 
The  resolution  was  adopted  and  Drs.  Morrison  and  Sparrow  were 
appointed  Financial  Agents.  They  succeeded  in  raising  funds 
sufficient  to  start  the  College  on  the  first  of  March,  1837.  The 
three  Presbyteries  in  charge  of  it.  Concord,  Morganton  and 
Bethel,  elected  Dr.  Morrison  the  first  President  of  Davidson  Col- 
lege. The  $30,000  thus  rai.sed  was  supplemented  in  1855  by  a 
princely  donation  from  Mr.  Maxwell  Chambers,  of  Salisbury,  N. 
C.  Dr.  Morrison  appeared  before  the  Legislature,  and,  with 
difficulty,  procured  a  charter,  with  a  limit  of  $200,000,  which 
was  not  the  whole  of  Mr.  Chambers's  donation. 

Davidson  College,  thus  brought  into  being,  has  risen  to  emi- 
nence among  the  institutions  of  America.  Its  high  standard 
commands  the  respect  of  the  whole  country,  North  and  South. 
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whilst  the  moral  influences  which  surround  and  govern  it,  are 
equalled  by  few,  surpassed  by  none.  A  high-toned  Faculty  and 
high-toned  students  are  regarded  with  admiration  throughout 
the  land.  The  Bible  forms  a  part  of  the  College  curriculum; 
and  the  God  of  the  Bible  has  set  His  sacred  Imprimatur  upon 
this  consecrated  Institution.  The  divine  spirit,  the  Fountain  of 
Truth,  energizes,  with  signal  force  "the  lively  oracles"  here  dis- 
pensed. His  vital  breath  renders  fruitful  and  fragrant  this  cher- 
bhed  Garden  of  the  Lord.  During  the  52  years  of  its  existence, 
it  has  given  to  the  Church  200  Ministers  of  the  Gospel  !  Who 
n  able  to  compute  the  sum  total  of  blessing  accruing  to  the 
world  from  this  one  source  alone  !  Who  is  able  to  measure  its 
influence  for  good  through  all  coming  time  !  And  who  is  able 
to  estimate  the  indebtedness  of  Society,  the  State,  and  the 
Church,  to  its  noble  Founder  !  Davidson  College  is  his  monu- 
ment! A  monument  more  lasting,  and  grander  far,  than  stone 
or  brass!  A  monument  perennial,  enduring  through  all  ages, — 
all  ag«  of  Time  and  the  endless  ages  of  Eternity!  Generations 
yet  unborn  will  rise  up  and  bless  the  honoured  name  of  Dr. 
Robert  Hakl  Morrison  ! 

Failing  health  led  Dr.  Morrison  to  resign  this  most  important 
trust,  the  Presidency  of  the  College,  and  he  retired  to  his  farm  in 
Lincoln  county.  His  delightful  home,  the  home  of  culture  and 
refinement,  of  joy  and  happiness,  was  proverbial  for  an  overflow- 
ing hc^pitahty.  which  was  dispensed  from  a  full  heart  with  a  free 
hand. 

His  labours  in  the  Gospel-Ministry  knew  no  intermission,  but 
w«re  continued  at  Unity,  Castanea,  and  Machpelah  churches. 
During  the  long  Ministerial  term  of  65  years,  it  mattered  not 
what  the  weather  was,  he  was  never  known  to  fail  to  meet  an 
appointment.  In  recounting  his  mer-ies,  he  stated  the  remark- 
able fact,  that,  though  not  strong,  physically,  he  was  never  con- 
fined to  bed  three  consecutive  days  in  his  long  life,  until  about 
ten  days  before  the  end  came.  He  was  constantly  expressing  his 
gratude  for  his  eyesight  being  spared,  enabling  him  to  read  con- 
tinually, until  two  weeks  before  his  death.  When  debarred  this 
privillege  by  much  suffiering,  he  declined  being  read  to,  saying: 
"  Fortunately  my  mind  is  stored  with  very  precious  promises, 
and  I  find  many  of  the  hymns  very  sweet  prayers." 

When  the  war  broke  out,  Dr.  Morrison,  though,  on  prin- 
ciple a  strong  Union  man,  cast  in  his  lot  with  his  people,  and 


espoused  the  cause  of  the  Confederacy  with  all  his  heart  and 
w>ul.  Three  gallant  sons,  old  enough  for  the  service,  and  five 
sons-in-law,  were  officers  in  the  Confederate  army.  Notably 
among  the  latter,  was  the  p  erless  Gen.  (Stonewallj  Jackson,  the 
splendour  of  whose  military  renown  was  even  surpassed  by  the 
lustre  of  his  piety,  and  the  crowning  character  in  the  constel- 
lation of  excellencies  that  illumined  his  name  and  invested  it 
with  a  halo  of  glory,  was  that  of  the  fearless,  devoted  Man  of 
God.  His  piety  was  the  basis  of  his  greatness,  the  true  secret  of 
his  military  success.  He  was  the  Joshua  of  modern  history.  An 
assemblage  of  similar  qualities  rendered  both  illustrious  and 
immortal.  Both  were  raised  up  by  Providence  to  illustrate  the 
elevating  power  of  religion.  In  both,  the  sentiment  of  duty 
was  paramount  to  every  other.  Both  were  characterized  by 
supreme  devotion  to  God.  And  both,  God  "set  on  high," 
because  they  "knew,"  and  honored  "His  Name":  "On  high," 
on  a  conspicuous  eminence  before  men,  the  objects  of  a  world's 
veneration  and  love;  and,  now,  again,  "On  high,"  among  Prin- 
cipalities and  Powers,  the  noblest  Chieftains  in  the  Kingdom  of 
Glory ! 

The  youngest  son  of  Dr.  Morrison.  Alfred,  the  Benjamin  of 
the  family,  a  gifted  youth,  on  whom  the  mande  of  his  honoured 
Father  seemed  likely  to  fall,  and  rest,  being  called  of  (k>d  into 
the  Ministry  of  Jesus  Christ,  proclaimed  the  glorious  G<spel 
with  a  tervour,  and  a  power,  and  a  success,  that  seemetl  but  an 
earnest  of  still  greater  blessings  to  the  Church  from  a  long  life  of 
devotion  to  his  holy  calling.  Alas,  the  vanity  of  human  hopes 
and  expectations!  The  youthful  soldier  was  soon,  how  soon! 
remanded  Irom  the  field  of  battle,  and  called  to  wear  his  crown! 
And  he  who  pens  this  tribute,  in  sadness  and  sorrow  performed 
the  funeral  rites  and  committed  his  body  to  the  tomb. 

We,  with  our  contracted  vision,  are  unable  to  comprehend, 
and  greatly  wonder  at,  the  mysterious  Providence  that  cut  short 
a  career  so  full  of  promise,  and  are  greatly  saddened  by  it.  But 
let  us  remember,  that  that  career  is  not  ended.  It  was  not  the 
meteor's  flash,  illuminating  for  a  moment  its  pathway  in  the 
heavens,  and  then  expiring  in  darkness,  leaving  not  a  trace  of  its 
former  light  and  splendour.  No!  he  set,  "  as  sets  the  Morning 
Star,  which  goes  not  down  beneath  the  darkened  West,  nor 
hides  obscured  behind  the  tempests  of  the  sky,  but  melts  away 
into  the  light  of  heaven! "     And  now  he  knows,  and  will  forever 
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know,    even   as   he    is  known.     No   dim    or   hazy   atmosphere 
obscures  the  firmament  of  Glory.     He  admires  and  adores  the 
deep,  deep  Providence  which  stumbles  us.     Like  the  pillar  of 
cloud  and  tire,  though  it  be  dark  on  our  side,  yet  on  his  side  it  is 
full  of  light.     There   is   no   night   there.     He  has  entered  that 
Temple  which  the  Glory  of  God  doth  lighten,  and  the  Lamb  is 
the  light  thereof  !    He  has  joined  the  company  before  the  Throne. 
And  the  blest  occupation  of  Earth  is  still  the  blest  occupation  of 
Heaven,— preaching  the  glorious  Gospel  of  the  Son   of  (iod! 
Father  and  Son,  now  forever  associated,  together  making  known 
"the  unsearchable  riches  of  Christ"   to  the  grandest  assembly  of 
the  Universe,  to  Angels  and  Archangels,  to  Cherubim  and  Sera- 
phim, who  learn   "/raw  the    Church   the   manifold  wisdom  of 
God,"— proclaiming  to  the  admiring,  adoring  Principalities  of 
Heaven,  the  fathomless  wonders  of  Redeeming  Love,  the  unut- 
terably glorious  triumphs  of  Amazing  Grace! 

•'  'Worthy  the  LAmb  that  died,"  ihey  ciy. 
'To  be  r«ahed  thu«' ! 
•Worthy  thr  L^rob.'  our  liffi  reply, 
•For  he  was  slain  for  us!" 

The  burden  of  this,  and  other  afflictions.— having  been,  pre- 
viously, bereft  of  a  beloved  wife  and  devoted  children,— pressed 
heavily  upon  Dr.  Morrison.     It  pleased  his  Heavenly  Feather  to 
perfect  him,  even  as  Christ,   the  Captain  of  our  salvation,  was 
made  perfect,    through    much   suffering.      But    throughout    the 
long- protracted  discipline  of  trial,  he  murmured  not,  but  meekly 
drank  the  cup  that  was  given  him  to  drink,  in  the  spirit  of  Him 
who  said:  "Thy  will,  not  mine,  be  done."     And  under  the  cul- 
ture of  sanctifie<l  affliction,   his  Christian  character  visibly  mel- 
lowe<l  and  ripened   fully  into  fitness  for  Heaven.     Though  con- 
fined to  his  home  by  the  infirmities  of  age,  he  was  always  work- 
ing for  the  Master,  in  distributing  Bibles,  good  books  and  papers, 
and    writing  to   many   on   the   importance   of    preparation    for 
H»ven.     His  ccmversation  was  more  of  heaven  than  earth      He 
wrote  to  each  of  his  absent  children  almost  weekly,  and  the  close 
of  every  letter  was  almost  a  sermon.   His  last  letter  to  a  beloved 
daughter  ends  thus:     "I  have  been   deeply  impressed  by  the 
number  of  sudden  deaths  we  have  had.     God  seems  to  remind 
us  often  of  the  frail  tenure  by  which  we  hold  to  the  things  of 
time  and  the  privil^es  of  the  Gospel.     In  such  an  hour  as  we 
tbtok  RQt  the  me«Mag«r  comes!    Th«  main  thing  is  to  have  our 


lamps  burning,  prepared  for  the  coming  of  the  Bridegroom, 
The  more  we  lay  up  treasures  on  high,  the  1#S8,  I  presume,  we 
will  fear  the  loss  of  things  below.  Among  the  most  solemn 
impressions,  is  the  fact,  that  all  privileges  enjoyed  here,  will  »X)n 
be  forever  gone,  and  we  have  no  power  to  recall  them!  Let  us 
strive  for  that  Kingdom  which  knows  no  sorrow,  no  changes,  no 
death."  He  delighted  in  the  society  of  Ministers,  and  loved  to 
encourage  his  young  brethren  to  persevere  in  their  glorious 
work  for  the  Master.  To  a  young  Minister  he  said,  recently, 
with  great  animation:  "O,  my  dear  young  brother,  if  I  had  ten 
thousand  lives  to  live,  I  would  give  them  all  to  the  Gc«pel!" 
The  graces  of  the  Holy  Spirit  so  abounded  in  his  life  as  to  ren- 
der his  old  age  very  peaceful  and  beautiful,  through  much  bodily 
suffering.  The  habit  of  secret  prayer  became  so  unceasing,  his 
family  often  feared  to  enter  his  room,  he  was  so  constantly  on  his 
knees.  He  would  admonish  all  not  to  faint  in  prayer,  and  with 
great  humility  would  ask  all  to  pray  for  him.  When  alone  he 
prayed  much  aloud,  and  the  burden  of  his  prayer  was,  that  all 
his  descendants  might  be  saved,  children  and  grandchildren  and 
great  grandchildren  gathered  all,  an  unbroken  family,  into  th^ 
Heavenly  Kingdom* 

In  broken,  utterances  under  great  bodily  suffering,  he  gave 
his 

DYING   testimony: 

"While  I  can  I  wish  to  bear  my  dying  testimony  to  the  power 
and  the  blessedness  of  the  Gospel,  and  to  the  prcciousness  of 
the  dear  Saviour.  In  our  hours  of  ease,  precious ;  in  hours  of 
trial  and  distress,  a  thousand  times  more  precious.  I  cannot 
express  in  words  freely,  what  I  mean.  O  the  sweet  wonders  of 
the  Cross  !  "  Marked  tokens  of  the  Divine  favour  were  accorded 
to  the  dying  saint,  as  cordials  to  sustain  his  fainting  spirit.  And 
'amid  the  'g^tie^winistries  oT  filial  love,  and  the  kind  6fhces  of 
filial  devotion,  untiring,  unfaltering,  that  ceased  not,  day  nor 
night, — "  ministering  angels," — relievmg  the  tedium  of  the  sick 
chamber,  soothing  the  couch  of  suffering,  and  mitigating,  as  far 
as  possible,  the  pains  of  dissolution,  he  sweetly  fell  asleep. 

He  has  left  to  his  descendants  the  rich  legacy  of  an  honoured 
name,  a  holy  life,  an  elevated  christian  character,  and  many  fer- 
vent prayers  which  have  been,  and  are  yet  to  be,  answered  in 
blesings  on  their  heads, — a  legacy  infinitely  more  precious  than 
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alt  the  diadems  and  treasures  of  earth.     May  they  all,  to  the 
latest  generation,  secure,  by  faith,  ihe  priceless  inheritance  ! 

He  has  gone  to  see  the  KING  in  all  His  beauty,  to  gaze 
upon  that  Sacred  Brow  that  for  us  was  crowned  with  thorns,  and 
to  lean  his  head  with  adoring  confidence  and  unutterable  joy 
upon  his  Saviour's  loving  bosom. 

"  Soldier  of  Christ!  well  done! 
Praise  be  thy  blest  einpioy. 
And  while  eternal  ages  run, 
Rest  in  thy  Saviour  s  joy  1  " 

"  Who,  who  would  live  alway,  away  from  hit  God, 
Away  from  yon  Heaven,  that  blis&ful  abode. 
Where  the  rivers  of  pleasure  flow  o'er  the  bright  plains, 
And  the  noontide  of  Glory  eternally  reigns  I 

Where  the  saints  of  all  ages  in  harmony  meet, 
Their  Saviour  and  brethren  transported  to  greet ; 
While  the  Anthem*  of  Rapture  unceasingly  roll. 
And  the  smile  of  the  Lord  is  the  feast  of  the  soul !  " 

A.  W.  Miller, 


\ 


Obituary  of  a  Venerable  and  Most  Useful  Minister 

of  the  Gospel. 


[From  the  St.  Louis  Presbyterian.] 

Rev,  R.  H.  Morrison,  D  D.,  was  born  in  Rocky  River  Con- 
gregation, Cabarrus  County,  N.  C,  on  the  8th  of  Septeint>er, 
1798,  and  died  in  Lincoln  County,  N.  C  ,  on  the  13th  of  May, 
1889. 

He  belonged  to  that  long  line  of  godly  Presbyterians  of  the 
same  name,  who  have  given  to  the  Church  so  many  ministers  of 
the  gospel,  elders,  deacons,  elect  ladies,  and  mothers  in  Israel. 
The  centre  of  the  clan  (if  it  may  be  so  called)  was  and  is  in 
Rocky  River  Congregation.  In  whatever  part  of  the  United 
States  you  may  meet  a  Rocky  River  Morrison,  you  will  almost 
certainly  find  a  devout  and  an  intelligent  Presbyterian,  They 
are  aU  distinguished  for  plain,  practical  sense. 

Dr.  Morrison  had  a  peculiar  affection  for  one  of  his  kinsosen, 
and  the  two  kept  up  a  constant  correspondence  tor  over  forty 
years.  This  kinsman  was  Rev,  James  Morrison,  who  married 
And  settled  near  Brownsburg,  Rockbridge  county,  Virginia. 
Rev  R.  L.  Dabney,  D.  D..  of  the  University  of  Texas,  and  Rev. 
B.  M.  Smith,  D.  D.,  of  Union  Seminary,  Virginia,  married 
daughters  of  Mr.  James  Morrison.  Few  mentin  this  or  io  any 
other  age  have  been  so  blessed  in  work  for  the  Master  as  was 
Mr.  James  Morrison.  He  had  charge  of  the  large  congregation 
of  New  Providence  Church  in  Rockbridge  county  and  of  a  tine 
Academy  lor  girls  at  his  own  house,  and  in  both  church  and 
Academy  he  won  many  over  to  the  service  of  the  Redeemer 
Elesides,  he  had  the  rearing  of  his  brothers-in-law,  the  young 
Browns — all  of  whom  became  noble  and  exemplary  men,  and 
five  of  them  honored  and  useful  pastors  of  strong  congregations. 

The  subject  of  our  sketch.  Dr.  Morrison,  was  graduated  at 
the  University  of  North  Carolina  in  1818.  There  he  wa.^  a  class- 
mate of,  and  divided  the  honcws  with,  James  K.  Polk,  afterwards 
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mh  I*resident  of  the  United  States.  Both  Polk  and  Morrison 
wtre  ol  Presbyterian  lineage  and  from  that  Presbyterian  section 
of  the  State  which  proclaimed  itself  independent  of  Great  Britain 
on  the  aoih  of  May,  1 775.  i«"d  which  the  British  designated  as 
the  "Hornets'  Nest  of  the  Rebellion." 

Dr.  Morrison  wasord;nned  by  Concord  Presbytery  in  1820.  and 
his  first  charvc  was  Providence  Church  in  Mecklenburg  county, 
N.  C.  He  did  not  long  remain  in  that  congregation,  but  wan 
called  to  Fayetteville,  N.  C.  While  pastor  of  the  Presbyterian 
church  in  that  place,  he  was  married  on  the  aylh  of  April.  1824, 
at  Vesuvius  Furaance,  Lincoln  county,  N.  C,  to  Miss  Mary 
Graham,  daughter  of  Gen.  Joseoh  Graham,  and  sister  of  Gov- 
ernor Wm.  A.  liraham,  Secretary  of  the  Navy  under  Mr.  Fill- 
more and  candidate  for  the  Vice- Presidency  on  the  same  ticket 
with  Gen.  Scott  lor  President. 

Gen.  Graham  was  a  Major  ol  Cavalry  during  the  war  of  the 
Revolution  and  noted  as  a  daring  and  enterprising  Cavalry  leader. 
In  an  engagement  near  Charlotte,  N.  C  ,  he  was  left  for  dead 
on  the  held  with  six  sabre  and  three  bullet  wounds  in  his  body. 

In  1814  the  Major  of  the  Revolution  was  made  a  Major 
General,  and  sent  with  his  division  to  co-operate  with  Gen. 
Jackson  in  the  Creek  war. 

Descende<i  from  pious  ancestry,  Gen.  Graham  was  a  devout 
Christian  from  early  youth  till  his  death  in  his  77lh  year.  For 
the  last  ten  or  twelve  years  of  his  life  he  wa.s  an  elder  in  Unity 
Church  in  Lincoln  County. 

Dr.  Morrison  remained  in  Fayetteville  from  1822  to  1827. 
Then  he  rcceiveti  and  accepted  a  joint  call  from  the  Church  at 
Charlotte  and  the  Church  at  .Sugar  Creek,  three  miles  from 
Charlotte.  His  mind  had  been  exercise<l  for  some  time  upon 
the  fact  thai  the  Slate  University  and  other  secular  institutions 
were  doing  bul  little  towards  furnishing  candidates  for  the  min- 
istry. He  believetl  that  this  work  had  to  be  done  by  denomina- 
tional coll^i^.  Accordingly,  on  the  12th  of  March,  1835,  at 
Prospect  Church  in  Rowan  county,  where  Concord  Presbytery 
was  then  sitting,  he  brought  lorward  a  resolution  for  the  estab- 
lishment, within  its  bounds,  of  a  Presbyterian  College  in  which 
the  distinctive  doctrines  of  our  Church  should  be  taught  and 
explainetf.  Strong,  pure  Presbyterianism  was  to  take  the  place 
of  the  diluted  Christianity  which  usually  prevails  in  public  insti- 
tutions, and  for  the  simple  r^uion  that  public  teachers  are  afraid 
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to  impart  any  distinctive  doctrine,  lest  it  gi%'e  offence  to  some  of 
the  pupils.  I  «as  once  shown,  by  Dr.  Morrison,  the  resolution 
which  he  introduced  into  the  Concord  Presbytery.  It  was  in  his 
own  handwriting  and  was  indorsed  in  the  same  hand.  At  the 
same  time  he  gave  me  the  reasons  which  let!  to  his  offering  the 
resolution,  and  which  he  presented  to  the  Presbytery.* 

The  vote  on  the  adoption  of  the  resolution  was,  I  think, 
unanimous.  Dr.  Morrison  and  Rev.  P.  J.  Sparrow  were 
appointed  Financial  Agents  of  the  College  and  succeeded  in  rais- 
ing funds  sufficient  to  start  the  College  on  the  ist  of  March, 
1837  The  three  Presby'eries  then  in  charge  of  Davidson, 
Concord,  Morganton  and  Bethel,  elected  Dr.  Morrison  the  first 
President. 

It  wa'j  then  the  day  of  comparatively  small  things.  The 
$30,00  raised  by  Drs.  Morrison  and  Sparrow,  was  suplemented 
in  1 855  by  a  donation  from  Mr.  Maxwell  Chambers,  of  Salisbury, 
Irom  which  the  College  received  $200.000 — not  all  that  he  gave 
— a  part  being  lost  to  the  College  through  the  limit  to  its  char- 
ter. This  charter  wa.s  procured  by  Dr.  Morrison  in  1838,  when 
he  appeared  before  the  Legislature  and  with  difficulty  procuretl 
it  with  a  limit  of  $200,000.  There  was  then  a  strong  prejudice 
against  denominational  institutions. 

Had  Dr.  Morrison  accomplished  nothing  else  in  life  than 
found  Davidson  College,  he  wou'd  have  left  behind  him  an 
enduring  monument  and  would  have  l>een  justly  ttjnsidered  a 
benefactor  of  mankind.  He  was  not  disappointed  in  the  num- 
ber of  preachers  turned  out  by  Davidson  College,  In  the  first 
fifty  years  of  its  existence,  it  sent  forth  193  ministers  of  the 
Gospel — a  greater  number  than  the  University  of  North  Carolina 
in  an  hundred  years.  The  Univerniiy  of  Georgia  in  eighty  years 
has  given  but  137  ot  its  2.003  gmduates  to  the  Church.  Out  of 
659  graduates  from  the  University  of  .Alal>ama.  only  thirty  have 
become  clergymen.  All  College  statistics  prove  that  the  Church' 
of  Christ  must  look  to  its  denominatioid  Colleges,  for  its  pulpit 

supply. 

*D«vkbon  College  hat  now  wMofth*  ter(«M  and  moM  wqiM^v*  biriUM^p  at  ih« 
South.  It  has  a  fair  philosophical  and  chemical  Kfi^xt  lus,  aiid  quite  a  number  of 
vtluable  books  belonging  to  the  Cotlqre  aod  Sociatwa.  Thare arc scveo  Proftsaors 
and  one  Tutor  in  the  College  Faculty,  The  toaa  la  h  gh  am«»«t  Faculty  and  studeata. 
I1)e  Bible  ia  a  (Mrt  of  the  College  curriculum.  Tt«ei«  it  im  iiykffM,  ^laviBed  Chrtsti- 
ani'y  taught  there.  Surrly  the  drram  o(  thr  firat  Praaident  has  twea  giMioiuljr 
fulfilled.  In  the  first  Afty  years  of  it*  esttteoce,  Davkhoa  iMit  out  193  {Mvachwa. 
In  the  last  two  rears  it  has  sent  out  seven  more     too  in  all. 
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When  Dr.  Morrison  was  at  Davidson  College,  a  great  and 
ever-widening  field  of  usefulness  seemed  to  be  opening  up  before 
him.  He  was  only  about  forty  years  old  His  Alma  Mater  had 
conferred  upon  him  the  degree  of  D.  D..  an  honor  then  seldom 
given.  His  talents  and  eloquence  had  made  him  widely  known 
in  the  South.  His  commanding  person,  his  easy  flow  ol  pure 
and  elegant  English,  his  e.irnest  and  impassioned  delivery,  his 
logical  gifts  and  attainments,  his  heart  all  aglow  with  love  lor 
the  Savior  and  the  world  the  Savior  came  to  redeem — these 
thrilled  his  congregations  everywhere  and  made  lim  the  popular 
preacher  of  the  Slate.  But  all  this  was  changed,  as  it  were  in  a 
moment.  The  loss  of  two  lovely  little  daughters  at  the  College 
with  only  a  few  days'  interval- between  their  deaths,  and  a  severe 
attack  of  bronchitis  crushed  his  energies  and  foi*  a  time  filled 
him  with  melancholy.  With  the  consent  of  the  Trustees,  he 
abandoned  his  j>ost  of  duty  for  a  time  and  went  on  to  Philadel- 
phia and  put  himself  lor  treatment  under  tne  care  of  Dr. 
McClellan  (father  ol  the  famous  Union  General.)  Finding  that 
his  health  had  not  improved,  he  lesigned  in  1840  and  settled  cm 
his  farm  in  Lincoln  county,  and  seldom  left  it,  even  for  a  few 
days  for  nearly  a  half  century.  He  preached  then  regularly  for 
more  than  thirty  years,  sometimes  at  Unity,  sometimes  at  Cas- 
tanea  and  sometimes  at  Macbpelah  (the  burying  ground  of  the 
Grahams  and  Brevards).  These  churches  were  on  the  circum- 
ference of  a  circle  of  whic  i  his  house  was  the  centre. 

Dr.  Morrison  was  an  old-time  Whig,  ^nd  an  ardent  Union 
man.  Nevertheless,  he  cast  in  his  lot  with  his  people  with  all  his 
heart  and  soul.  His  three  sons  old  enou>>h  to  be  in  the  war, 
acquitted  themselves  most  nobly-  Major  Wm.  Morrison  was 
one  of  the  most  efficient  staff  officers  in  the  service  Capt  J.  G. 
Morrison  wa.s  Aid  to  Gen  Stonewall  Jac  .son,  was  with  him 
when  he  was  wounded,  and  at  great  risk  succeeded  in  removing 
him  to  a  place  of  safety.  Capt.  Joe  was  wounded  three  cwr  four 
times  and  lost  a  foot  in  the  service.  Capt.  Robert  Morrison 
was  aid  to  Gen.  D  H.  Hill,  and  was  as  efficient  as  it  was  possi- 
ble for  mortal  man  to  be.  Three  of  Dr.  Morrison's  sons-in-law 
became  General  officers  in  the  Confederdte  service.  T,  J. 
(Stonewall)  Jackson,  D.  H.  Hill  and  Rufus  Barringer  ;  a  fourth, 
Colonel  (now  Supreme  Court  Judge)  A.  C.  Avery,  was  Inspector 
General  of  Hardee's  old  corps  ;  a  fifth,  Ccrfonel  John  E.  Brown, 
was  Colonel  of  the  Forty-second  N.   C.  Regiment.     All  these 
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v'terian  Church.  Dr.  M  had  impressed 
jngly  on  his  family.  It  is  a  curious  fact 
e  Trustees  of  the  General  Assembly  are 


CHARACTERISTICS. 

Dr  Morrison  was  a  man  of  rare  dignity  of  manner.  His 
presence  and  his  look  were  always  sufficient  to  rebuke  unseemly 
levity  and  undue  familiarity.  The  order  in  his  congregation  was 
always  perfect,  more  grave  and  decorous  e*  en  tHan  is  usual  in 
Presbyterian  churches,  always  noted  for  their  propriety.  He 
seemed  born  to  command,  and  would  have  made  a  great  mili- 
tary leader.  And  yet  of  all  men  this  writer  ever  knew,  he  had 
the  most  of  that  "flowing  courte-sy,"  which  Clarendon  said  so 
pre  eminently  distinguished  John  Hampden  Before  the  war 
had  desolated  our  country,  his  elegant  home  was  the  seat  of  a 
refi^ned  and  genial  hospitality.  His  was  never  so  happy  as  when 
entertaining  his  clerical  brethren.  His  manner  towards  them 
was  not  merely  kind,  it  was  affectionate,  because  he  loved  the 
embassadors  of  his  Master.  To  well  accredited  strangers,  his 
welcome  was  so  cordial  and  winning  that  they  soon  felt  them- 
selves at  home  But  to  those  whose  private  life  was  known  to  be 
unseemly,  his  demeanor  was  cold  and  forbidding,  however  high 
might  be  their  social  standing  or  official  position.  Dr.  Morrison 
had  m  an  eminent  degree  one  of  David's  characteristics  of  a  good 
man:  "In  whose  eyes  a  \  ile  person  is  contemned."  With  the 
Doctor  was  apparently  e^  er  present  the  question  which  Jehu,  the 
Prophet,  asked  King  Jehosaphat  :  "Shouldst  thou  help  the 
ungmlly  and  love  them  that  hate  the  Lord  ?"  Th«  se  who  knew 
Di.  M.  well,  can  testify  to  his  scorn  and  contempt  for  the  scotler 
and  blasphemer.  Like  the  Psalmist,  he  could  say:  "Do  I 
not  hate  them  that  hate  Thee?  and  am  not  I  grieved  with  tho  e 
that  rise  up  a^jainst  Thee  ?  I  hate  them  with  perfect  hatred.  I 
count  them  mine  enemies."  An  attacl^  upon  the  Go<l  he  revered 
and  the  Savior  he  loved,  was  an  attack  upon  him  and  was 
rraented  as  such.  The  mildest  and  gentlest  men  can  feel 
strongly  and  express  themseKes  strongly  in  .such  circumstances. 
We  speak  of  the  meek  and  lowly  Jesus,  and  we  do  well  so  to 
speak,  but  the  woes  and  denunciations  uttered  by  Him  as 
recorded  in  Mat.  xxiii:  show  how  burning  his  anger  could  be 
when  aroused. 
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In  promiscuous  assemblages  Dr.  Miller  was  retice.,1  and  was 
considered  stern,  but  in  the  inner  circle  of  his  friends,  he  was  all 
geniality  and  was  loved  by  them  as  tenderly  ar  he  love^l  them. 
1  have  never  known  a  father  who  was  so  honored,  revered  and 
loved  by  his  children. 

DYING  EXPERIENCE. 
Dr.  Morrison  was  greatly  afflicted  for  the  last  si.x  months  of 
his  life.  His  .suffering  was  olten  acute  and  continuous,  but  no 
one  ever  heard  a  word  of  complaint  from  him.  a  murmur  of  dis- 
content or  an  expression  of  impatience.  On  the  contrary,  his 
heart  seemed  to  be  overflowing  with  gratitude  to  God  for  his 
goodness  to  him.  He  would  often  say:  "Surely,  goodness  and 
mercy  have  followed  me  all  the  days  of  my  life' '-this,  notwith- 
standing the  fact  that  he  had  had  many  sore  trials  and  bereave- 
ments, and  a  great  deal  of  bad  health.  With  reference  to  hia 
bodily  pain  he  would  frequently  say:  "Not  ray  will,  but  thine  be 
done."  A  common  expression  with  him  was:  "  It  is  all  right. 
I  am  in  good  hands." 

His  son,  Capt.  Jos.   Morrison,  was  living  with  his  lather,  and 
he  and  his  family  were  there  at  all  times  to  soothe  and  care  lor 
the  sufferer.     His  daughter,    Mrs.  Jackson,    was  with  him  con- 
tinuously for  the  last  three  months  of  his  life,  and  his  son.  Dr. 
Robt.  Morrison,  was  with  him  a  great  deal.     Some  weeks  before 
his  death,  he  called  these  two  sons  (the  survivors  of  four),  his 
daughter,    Mrs.    Jackson,    and  his   daughter  in-law.    Mrs,   Jos. 
Morrison,  and  said  to  them:  "  Dr.  John  H.   Rice  on  his  deach- 
bed  left  his  testimony  as  to  his  unalterable  conviction  of  the  love 
of  God  and  the  truth  of  the  Chri  tian  religion    'l  have  always 
desired  to  do  the  same  thing.     It   is  one  thing,   my  children,  to 
feel  the  love  of  CI.  rist  in  our  hours  of  ease.      But  it  b  mexpressibly 
dearer  to  feel  it  at  such  a  time  as  this."     Here  hU  strength  failed 
him  and  he  could  say  no  more.     But  he  had  given  the  te^^timony 
which  he  had  wished  for  so  many  years  that  he  might  have  the 
privilege  of  giving  on  his  death-bed  and  he  was  i he  happier  for  it. 
A  grateful   disposition   was  an   important   element   in    Dr. 
Morrison's  character.     He  had  in  an  eminent  degree  the  "cheer- 
ful heart"  of  which  Addison  speaV  s.  t"at  "tastes  the  gifts  of  God 
with  joy."     Those  gifts  were  felt  by  both  poet  and  preacher  to 
be   unmerited    mercies   calling  for   lov  e   and    gratitude    to    the 
"author  of  every  good  and  perfect  gift."     So  true  is  it  that  "the 


meek  shall  inherit  the  earth."  He  is  doubly  blessed  in  every- 
thing; first,  in  the  gift  of  God;  second,  in  the  cheerful  heart  that 
gratefully  recognizes  God's  loving  kindness  in  its  bestowal.  Dr. 
M.  did  not  regard  the  attentions  and  courtesies  even  of  his  own 
chihlren  as  rights  that  he  might  justly  claim,  but  rather  as  favors 
to  be  thankfully  acknowlepged.  Some  of  his  family  were  prov- 
identially hindered  from  being  with  him  in  his  last  illness.  To 
each  of  these  he  sent  word  that  it  was  not  her  duty  to  try  to 
come  to  him  But  the  tender  ministrations  of  his  daughter  and 
daughter  in-law  (alluded  to  above)  aroused  in  him  the  liveliest 
emotions  of  gratitude.  He  spoke  of  them  as  his  "ministering 
angels,"  and  often  said:  "God  bless  you."  He  talked  often  and 
lovingly  of  the  affection  and  kindness  always  shown  him  by  his 
children.  No  earthly  theme  had  such  a  charm  for  him  as  this. 
To  his  son  Robert,  upon  whom  he  leaned  as  a  physician  as  well 
as  a  son,  he  was  peculiarly  tender,  and  almost  his  last  conscious 
words  were:  "Kiss  me,  Robert." 

Gratitude  constitutes  no  small  ingredient  of  happiness.  The 
least  self  asserting  are  the  happiest.  The  wise  man  never  said  a 
wiser  thing  than  "with  the  lowly  is  wisdom." 

Every  one  must  have  noticed  in  the  lives  of  eminent  saints, 
how  as  they  approached  life's  end,  they  clung  more  closely  to 
the  cross  of  Christ,  how  they  more  and  more  felt  the  need  of 
Christ's  righteousness,  and  how  they  were  more  disposed  to 
pour  contempt  upon  their  own  good  deeds.  So  it  was  literally 
with  Dr.  Morrison.  He  had  less  and  le^  confidence  in  the 
flesh,  and  as  heart  and  flesh  failed  him,  he  made  God  the 
strength  of  his  heart  and  his  portion  forever,  and  with  the  simple, 
trusting  faith  of  a  child,  he  put  himself  in  the  hands  of  the 
Divine  Savior.  He  frequently  repeated  verses  Irom  the  well- 
known  hymn: 

"  fast  a  I  am.  withoat  (wcptai 

B«rt  th«t  Th]r  blood  w«i  thed  far  me." 

Moses  was  the  meekest  of  men,  because  he  alone,  of  all  man- 
kind had  seen  God  in  his  awful  holiness.  Job  lost  all  his  .self- 
righteousness,  "abhorred  himself  and  repented  in  dust  and 
Mhet,"  when  his  eyes  had  seen  the  King  in  His  glory. 

In  these  days  of  fanaticism,  cant  and  conceit,  it  will  be  well 
to  remember  the  dying  testimony  of  the  venerable  saint,  a  sketch 
of  whom  I  have  been  trying  to  give.  He  had  served  God  hon- 
estly and  earnestly  for  more  than  three-fourths  of  a  century. 
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but  he  counted  that  service  and  all  his  "  righteousness  as  filthy 
rags,"  and  placed  all  his  hopes  of  pardon,  peace  and  eternal  life 
in  the  blood  of  the  Reedetner  shed  for  him.  This  text  was  very 
precious  to  him:  "Knowing  that  a  man  is  not  justiticd  by  the 
works  of  the  law,  but  by  the  faith  of  Jes^us  Christ,  e\en  we  have 
believed  in  Jesus  Christ  that  we  might  be  justified  by  the  faith  of 
Christ  and  not  by  the  works  of  the  law;  for  by  the  works  of  the 
<;^      law  shall  no  flesh  be  justified."     Gal.  xi:  16. 
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I  "K^w  j«  oat  ihhl  lb»r«  is  a  prioca  and  * 
f  ir««i  e^n  falleo  Ifcit  day  io  Iwael  T'  m%t%  lrii# 
*«tJ  fltliof  words  »pokeo  orer  lh«  inorl«l  r** 
Msina  ol  I^».  AraoM  D«W»!l8«  Miller,  D.  D., 
LL.  D.  This  gr«at  raldiar  of  lh«  crtMW  waa 
t»b«ii  froiB  oa  Hi  4.W  p.  B.,  JiwD,  lOib,  In  the 
m»i»a«of  ib«  Piwt  Prwbjrtefin  efaorcfa,  Cbar- 
loit«,  N.  C.  ;  «rf  ihia  ebwt*  b«  hi^  bMD  pwlor 
mora  tbaa  a  ^aarter  of  %  etalnrr.  Mia  BtekoM* 
vat  Wmt ;  ateat  fMr  wveftt  btfor*  %m  dMtb  bs 
wu  atta«k»d  by  infloetis*,  but  no  ^mg«r  wat 
•v*a,  uotll  %m  Sib,  «h«a  lh«  diMSM  ^an  to 
•how  daii|«r«M  aymploiDa.  Tb«  t»«l  cam* 
quieklfjon  iba  MIowioK  SMiday  b«  w#Bt,  not 
«•  had  ba«Q  hia  cnMom  ioto  the  tarihl^  Ro»m  oC 
God,  but  Into  ^»  Holy  and  Blt«Md*CMgr»KKa 
tisQ  abova  to  b«  More  the  (brone  of  Go^aod  to 
ppSlii  Him  day  »Bd  niihl  Id  HIa  teonplr.  A«*> 
«^!hn  fiiwal  rnaniiBi.  in  tha  clqn;  which  ha 
l»wd  and  upoo.  which  ilw  ioaprM*#d  hia  ebanie* 
ler,  h«  waa  ;lald   tbhia   laai  raat^  j^  th»«6t^wr 


,     . ,.r„       i 

Mecklanbam'*  capiiaJ,  iHiich  ba  loiMd-w  wwH,  % 
k«ptb»  angal-foard  aad  «h»  Pplrii'i  «»M,lei»  T 
will  hia  body  alaapa.  Hia  loinb  will  land' a 
mm^  ioauaBoe  to  that  MmaionUy,  atandiDy^a* 
a  iD«n«-!al  of  God'e  trnth  and  fwwar  to  eonnog 
i«o«ra»ioot,  R„t  frooa  thy  labora,  bniTa  wai- 
rior  I  Mwklaobanr  will  trwaafa  thy  pracepfc 
and  tmeapla ;  bar  aosa  will  aaak  to  ba  worthy  of 
four  lifc  and  follow  yoor  God  I 

D*.  Millar  wm  a  aattve  of  CharlwtoD,  at^*w«» 
graduated  with  tba  claM  ofl  841  from  Charlat- 
tonColleje.  That  inttose  palrlotUm,  wMeMa 
charaoterieUe  of  Cbarl^aionlaDs,  went  with  him 
whan  ha  lafi  hU  motb«-  ciiy  and  barned  in  ht» 
hwrt  to  lb*  end  of  hia  daya.  A f tar  a  few  y««r« 
ofdiictpliwe  la  •chool-taachioR  ht  eolaredtb» 
Th«>lo«ical  S««ioarf  at  Ctelambia,  and  Rradwti* 
•d  in  184?.  Io  Colombia  be  brwitbed  an  wtr 
iinpi«08t««i  with  intellecturml  ioopiralioo  aad 
tr«aiD#w.  Df.  B.  M.  Palmer  and  Dr.  Qirard#an 
w»ra  bia  near  aiaoclalea,  the  latter,  hii  ckumal* 
and  daar  friend  of  hia  yootb,  aiieoded  ibw 
faoatml  aareiwa  and  rendered   a  Uoder,  cioque^. 


Inutile  to  hk  meiaorj.  Ttiew  three  great  «pirit- 
Q«l  miadt  grew  oodef  th«  iofloenfi*  and  pulpit 
mlDisiratieD  of  Dr.  Thorowell,  wbowaaat  that 
line  proftww  aod  chaplain  io  th«»  &>iith  ftiro. 
linM^lli^e.  Tha  g«Mtn^^  ^f  Thownwell  ibi». 
baa  IiTtd  by  tb«  greatneaa  of  Ibeaa  men  in  th« 
flaah  and  bhudj  aa  io  tb^-mcmoj^,  of  luiolbcir 
geaeratioo. 

At  the  lin»«  of  JJr.  Miller'i  li^iMora  a{Ml> 
grirfoatiow  ffcbioc  Crack,. ao  im|»rlant  chorcb 
Io  Batbel  J^*ibytM-y,  waa  without  •  (Maior.  H*^ 
waa  railed  to  tbh  charge,.  a4S3«piad  and  r«» 
maimd  tberw  ootil  188S.  Bia  firM  aertBon  preacfe^ 
•d  there  was.  on  tb#  *'Hfead«hip  ofOhriat,  upon, 
which  doctriwe  h«  dwelt  often  and-  powerfully 
th rough oot  bn  Biniatry,  .and  iborllybeforabia 
death  in  a  contwraation  with  oaa  who  eojoyed  bia^ 
Iota  and  ^MaMeoee,  be  coamelwl  apaia  and 
a«aia  : 'frwach  the  Headahip  of  Cbriat."  Thi* 
wai  the  aecvvt  of  bia  great  life  :  he  founded  hia 
life  and' doctrtoa  on  the  Rock  of  Axes  ;  ChrMti 
fliled  heart  and*  apeecb,  he  hoaored  the  Son  aad 
the  Father  Maaaed  him.  In  this  period  of  Lis  lif« 
he  was  married- to  Mim  Stringfeltow  of  Cheater 
couoty,  ibe  bora  him  two  children,  dyiug  when 
they  were  atlll  young. 

He  came  to  the  Preabyterian  charch  of  Ohari, 
lotte  in  185%  but  after  two  ye«r«  as  pastor,  wae- 
called  away  to  take  charge  of  the  TabbStreW 
church  ol  Peteraburg,  Va.  He  re«igoed  lhi§ 
charge  shortly  before  the  close  ai  the  war,  awii 
gave  his  time  to  preaching  among  the  «olJtef« 
mod  especially  to  distributing  tracts  and  Bible*  li> 
them.  Before  ^  leaving  Peter«barf  he  was 
married  to  Mlsa  McPbail,  ei^ter  of  one  of  David- 
ioo'a  Presidents;  she  survires  hisn  to  bear  with 
OS  this  heawy  afflictioo.  Io  1865 k*  was  recallni 
to  Charlotte  Io  labor  there  «>nlinooo»ly  nntil  hin 
death.  F^om  that  lime  his  powers  enfolded 
ihemiMJiirci  ID  the  fulJMt  nie«8»re.  He  will  b* 
best  r#Biamb«red  as  the  moral  and  spUlla*! 
chsriclar  and  great  preacher  of  t 'hmrlolle. 
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tin  church  deveiopntl  ^rwiilj  uod(w  km. 
ministrj  ;  duriog  Ibe  ■»cood  psiorml*  tto«  nm% 
in«n»berthip   wm  »boat    doubl*i|^bul   111  »a«^^s 

lioD».  hi  th«  life  of  ihal  cht»rcb  hia  high  monl 
•  nd  B^lriioal  ch«r«oi»r  hM  bwo  imtwldwl  ; 
to«ir»xieoMv«mlwioo«ry  Mtirhy  ii  tbrir  hsMtj 
retpocMe  to  bi«  <»Die«r«t«d  •xa^>la  aod  Mikfol 
Apptalflb  Tbejadictoat  mod  tdftoU?*  oryoJmtoa 
of  ihkt  €»Dgr«f;aUoBi  practical  and  »pjn(Ml 
cipaolti-  i«  hit  workmaMbip.  HU  poJpU  io- 
•iructiaai  wa«  aoaodly  PrvabrUrimo^it  dkoipIiMi 
firm,  alittMi  nv«r«.  fib  tD|af«d  ia  aB^D- 
promming,  and  tairltM  war/ar*  i^tb.th*  World, 
Ihe  l^lMh  and  tha  DflvU,  and  iLsipIji  b«MM*  o^^ 
hi»tru«  and  itn^  vitoiMt  GHkrtoM*,  whila  ad* 
I  vanoiDi  with  tb«  uhmIm^b  Unaa  in  aiw,  wmIUi 
and  fvhioo,  baa  raMiMd  lo  naeh  of  lb«  old 
8(»iA«lriib  iMadfaatMH.  Fof*  u^  coM^mtwl 

f«pd«r. 

His  csM^lea  pea^rattd  alsort  twr?  apbwt  of 
eburch  Ufa  and  thtwgbt.  in  toelaatetleal  lit«n-< 
tar«  h«  will  llni  mm!  woik  tk«M«k  bit  tr^lta* 
«a  tha  Titha,  i»kkb  ha  ImM  to  ba  God%  ataa^rd 
lor  Cbriatian^M  well  M  Bahttw^  givi^,  Mi4 
lb  rough  hit  aHlela  em  ihm  BMtM«U(Hi  of  Um 
J«wt,  pabliabad  to  ttM  irM  ToIoiM  (rftba  I*>ta< 
bjleriao  C^artarljp.  We  k^o  thai  •  voIfOM  of 
hitMrmoiM,  whlek  vaN^aM*  Id  tbatorlt^  of- 
lea  sobUna  in  religion  wnitery  and  (all  ol  atr^i 
troth,  nay  b«  givan  to  tha  pablle.  Ibwaa 
dMplf  ioteraalad  ta  tbaCokmlal  aadBtTtds- 
tioaary  Hiat^f  of  OaroUaa  ■  lb*  hbMrldty  of 
of  the  Me^lanlmif  Dtolaratl^  of  Xa^pandasea 
Mp«ciall|  held   kU  WMrm  nppoiu     HpIM^ 

m 

•  Conscieolioui  BC'pliclinn  a«  to  IhtB  bliial  aatho- 
ritT    and    Iha    ne<^«lty    for    iTCodic«l   church 
court*  ktpt  him  from  thoM  lOMtioga  la  tha  U»*f 
e«r»   of    lua   lift.     Pliiljif  iiJmmmma^^^ 

prevented  hia  BiiBi«terial  aMOciation  with 
brctbrtn  of  tha  Sjaod,  hot  gava  mora  oppcr- 
tnoity  for  davotiMi    lo  fn*hjimj,    Ua  wm  ae 

•bl«  and  de»ot«d  Prtabyter  ;  MMklcnburg  will 
tniai  iiit   iotera«t,  and   hta  wiaa  and  raadjr  cooa* 

In  toiwlonary  lea!  h«  w«»  tetlf*,  and  helped 
laiinT  tiaosei,  Tha  flnl  (leoil«Ojeo'»  Foreign 
Mitiiooar?  Society  of  the  Southern  Church  wsi 
org«niitd  ia  hit  paatorate.  Thli  '•r^'lalr  iOpjiorM  a 
miMionnrv  io  China.  A  mi  tioi  chtpel  h«i 
tiwo  built  and  ii  iupporled  io  C3iar  ilte  by  hii 
coDgregatioo.  Tba  R«d<«kiQ  ut  luv  mauataina 
held  R  pU^  in  bta  ^B{Mthy,  aod  rtttivad  hw 
prayers  and  preacbieg.  DarioK  his  8r«t  and 
»fC3od  p«ttoratea  in  CharloUe  it  wat  bit  habit  to 
•peod  each  nuoinier  in  tha  mountains  ot  Nwth 
Carolioa,  pretchicg  at  tf^rj  opportunity.     ^|P^ 


iLx' 


^^K  H«  •«  bliBsed  iu  l.riniliBK  t^**'  ^»ool 
mmnxmn  hMrl.  to  Christ,  lo  th«.e  moaoi^m 
Ubon  w«r*  found  for  lh»  g«»P*l  !«»«•  of  '  hit 
bo7»,"  whom  ha  helped  by  .pirltu«l  »od  P*c" 
oiiry  awiitiBce  iato  the  oiButry.  B.c»uw  of 
hii  .Ml  and  power  io  thii  worlt  be  w»^  liHed  bj 
many  ;  ^'Apoaila  of  tha  Moonuiua."  For  mmaf 
yean  hU  coBoragalloo  baa  lopporled  a  local 
e»»i»l«U»l  in  thli  fi.ia.  In  ihkt  Land  of  the 
Bky  many  loving  hearUcherJ.h  »nd  hand  dowo  lo 
their  children  the  mtmary  of  him  who  brou«ht 
Chriat  to  tbana. 

Dr.  Miller  wai   benafolent  to  a  fault ,    mloii 
ter.,  who  were  aMiil«l  ioditpeowbljr  by  him  io 
tbair  education,   now    are  •«r?iDg  Ohrnt  whh 
power;  othen  he  aided  io  their  struggle*  for  » 
mWn*  omtvi.  Tto  poot  and  tha  oaady  fwiod  a 
warm  haart  a^  an   opao  porw  wh»o  they  came 
to  h»«.    «h%j«<».^Mfii^  Jof^flWJWlb,  Iha 
rlpd  disoiplintrUB  bad  a  w«rm    «*od«r  bear!. 
ThlB  wai  well-known  to  thoaa  who  were  booorad 
by  bw    friendship,  anJ  who  received   lo  K>rrow 
hia  fsafortlog    paatoral    BilB»itr»lioBa,     Whan 
•WMW   «a^   lo»»y   boma    in    Cbirlotte,   Dr. 
Millar  ami  ba  »ll«l  in,  for  nooa  otbat  omW 
brlag  W  WMd  ef  ^ay«r  and  Scripiura  tba  paaca 
of  rallgltio,  as  he. 

Bs^OM  bia  grealoaM  ralwd  him  to  iTia  scroti- 
ny  ol  men,  pecollarittet  snd  ftolta  w«r«  found  in 
his  bomaa  natore.  Ha  was  ^poslUw  io  ebafM 
tar.  Hia  cooalotioas  balcg  d#»sr  and  stfoag,  ka 
announced  tktM  faarlestly  •  this  Irai  bim  into 
frequent  iotoleraoca  of  rebuke  aod  oppositiwi. 
Ha  was  fciltbfal  lo  bia  Msst#r,  and  in  hit  devo- 
tion took  no  tbMghl  for  the  opiolons  of  »eo. 
Thus  ha  opposed  every  form  of  evil  UDoamproro- 
hiogly  aod  aliBOU  harshly  ;  it  has  been  said  thit 
if  teoderoeai  and  «ympalhy  had  fmpered  the 
fearlereoeM,  his  infliienco  would  have  baen  even 
greater, 

B-t  iiu  *«s  tfti^r-Kir**,  Br**l  M*  ih"  M^n 
basil  ol  exaltea,  rotritoriooa  churecltr.  He  wa» 
a  haro  of  faith.  Grand  miod*  and  deep  spiritual 
natures,  ftopporled  bv  f«rlM«  and  fwrilive  char- 
acter have  tnoolded  moral  aod  re!igioo«  history. 
Such  a  man  hi«  lost  by  his  death  to  Chsriotte 
«oJ  to  the  Preibrlerian  Church.  We  Moorn  j 
him.  But  we  do  not  grudge  him  bis  btppioets, 
for  he  is  in  that  delii-biful  uMiifly  which  he 
often  covrUd  :  Paul,  .4ugu»iin«,  Calvin,  Kdoj, 
Thornwell,  grsnd  heavenly  efcort  thst  brourfht  j 
hl«  io  his  Haviour'a  side  !  Dew  friend,  farewelM 
Ichtrish  thy  iwtel  word*  aod  iovlnj;  deeds  uaiil 
we  meet  igain  1 
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MEMORIAL    OF    REV.    JAMES 
DAVIDSON   HALL 

Eat'li  fiinulv  liai  a  history — nmuy  are 
limited  hihI  dhorfc-lived— a  few  nre  more 
extensive  ttud  from  noble  detHlrf  Mud 
worthy  lives  are  hhiuied  down  in  history 
to  coming  ages. 

Bro.  Hall  Ijelonged  tij    the  latter,      la 
thf  vi'ur  IToI,  u  ScotuhiiuitJ,  JHines  Hall 
ainl  hit!  wife  I'rudeuce,   fiiiigrated    from 
IViiiiteylvanui     ciud    settled      ou      Fifth 
Ureek  in    what    is  now    Iredell    coanty, 
J^.  C,  and  from    this  parental   head,  ac- 
eordiajf  t-o  K.    K.  Rockwell,    1).  D.,  have 
gone  forth  to  bless    Church    and    Btato, 
tweiity-tive  miuistera    of  the    gospel  and 
thirtv-six  miniister's  wives,  and  this  seed  j 
corn  is  still  bearing  pr«;ioufl  fruit.   How 
irue  the  Covenant  :   "I  will  be  a  (tod    to 
Uift'  and  to    thy  swd  after    thee."     'llie 
ilf  V.  .laiues  Hall.  i).  U.,  the  patriot   and 
lioldier,  the    i»e-holar    and    tht*ologian  of 
lit-v'olutionary      fame,       Kev.     William 
Alt'tander  Hall,  a  master  in  the  craft  of 
teacfiing,    of  sainted   meBBor^iand    of  a 
later  date,    and     Rev.     William  Thoma« 
Hall,  I).    I).,    son  of  the    deceased,    now 
rhe  efficient  pastor  of  the    First   Presby- 
terian  chureh  in    LynahbHrg,    Va.,  are 
doabtleg«     the    hrigbt^t    luminarieB    of 
thii  conat^llation,    thongh  quit*  a  num- 
ber of  this  histxiric  family  were  cultured 
s.'holarH.  Third  in  this  noble  genealogi- 
( aJ  Hcotch  line    wc  tind   the   subject  of 
ttui    memoir.        Itev.    James     Davidson 
Hall  to    whom  we  pay  this    laat  tribute-, 
the  ieventh    child    of    a    family    of  tei- 
children,     the    ion     of    Jame«    Thomaw 
and  Itac-hel    (.Johngton)  Hall,  wa«     Iwrn 
on  the     t/th    of    March.     1806,    at     his 
father's  home  near    Htate-gville.      Imbib- 
ing the  gpirit  df  hi«  kindred  and   donbt- 
lesg  encouraged  by  hi«  g<KiIy  parents  he 
thirsted     for     knowledge.     The    greater 
part  of  hi»  preparatory  course  mm  under 
hig  Bro   William,  a  prince  of  tMekere  at 
the      historic     academy     old      Bethany 
<  hurch      In  the  summer  of  1836  be  en- 
tered  the  junior  clasa   of  the    TTniversitv 
of  N.  ('.,    then   under    the  guidance    of 
that  noble  trio,  Drs.    (laldwell,   Mitchell 
and    HoojH.r.       ThiB     junior    entrant 


gpe*ki  well  both  for  his  raental  tminrng 
and   soholarBhip.     After    spending   two 
years  at  this  Oamaliel  fountain  hcgradu- 
ated  itt  1828.     As  w»i  almost  th«  inm- 
riable  custom  of  that  day,  he  tpent  two  1 
years  in  teaching.     From  the  v«w   1W«  j 
to  1830,   he  taught    the   olaMiM   Jn  the 
High  school  at  Washington,  N.  C.  When 
he  became  a   subject  of  grwe  »i»d  what 
congregation  he  joined,  we  h«Te  not  bten 
able  to  awertaio,  btit   jadging  from  the 
piooB  home  in  which   and  wh«re  he  wai 
r.  aretl.  we   would  flay  that   he  joinwl  in 
earlv    lite,  at    Bethany;    neither    hate ! 
we  been  able  to  learn  when  he  became  a 
<  ttudidate  for  the  ministry.     In  th«   fall 
of    irtSO,    he  entered    Union    Seminary, 
\  ik,  here  he  sjient  only  two  ye*r«   and  » 
half,    leaving    in     the   spring    of  1k;13. 
Doubtless,  the  r«mson  why  he  left  befor* 
graduation  was  for  licensore,  for  we  find; 
on  the  6th  of  April  of  the  same  y«wr,  h% 
wM  licensed  by    Conwird   Pre»byt«ry   i^ 
RcK^ky  Eiver   church.     After   liwnaure, 
m   was   quite    a    costom,   he  apent  twfj  "^ 
yearn  in  the  conntiM  of  I^kingh^n  Kai 
Guilford  aa  a  domMtic   miMionwy     In 
the  vear    1836,    whikt    occnpjinf  this 
fi.  1(1    he    was     ordained    at    Speedwell 

church  aa  an  evangelist  bj  Onwige  Prw-^ 
bytery.     The  neit  ipring  he  reiMTtd  %4 
lijwan   county    and    beowae    pM%ur  dl! 
Thymtim  and  PranWin  ohurotak     WIA 
fidelity  and  »«d,   and   with    Ihe  Lord*! 
blMBing   resting    npon    hii   hihoM,    hej 
iervcxl  this  people  for  ten  y«wn^     In  thej 
fall  of  1846,  he  removed  to   that  part  ^| 
LmcMln  TOunty,    now  emhraoed   in  Qm-1 
ton  (»nntv,    and  in  this  home   he  wded 
his  earthly  acenea.     Sometiine  after  his 
aettlement  in  this  new   fleld    the  church' 
of  Goshen    extended  him  a  oalU  hot  on 
account  of  |ioor  hwUth  Hro.  HiUl  ihonght 
it  lje«t  not   to  accept  ;  hot  he    agreed  to 
•erve  them  as   a  stat4?d    supply,   and  for 
1  twelve  ye^rs  he   wrved  them  in  fwuaee* 
tion  with    Kew    Hope    and  OIney.     At 
the   expiration  of   this   tine  he    \m, 
paator  of    the   thpw    ohurohea.     It  wiMl 
during  this   time  that   he  «^WBi«ed  the 
church   at    Dallas,    the  munty-«e«t  ol 
'rasT-on,  and  doing  considerable  miMioa- 1 
iM-y  work  at  diftcreul  >*^^yA  »«  t^h*  OWin- 
ty  at  the  Mune    tinte.     Un    tha  lltlr^ 
i'>ct*»U>r,   18S4,  Bro.    Hall 
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j  to  Miss    Imhv^    !i    Hoott,    of    Uuilfonl 
'oonnty.      In    hfr     ht-    fmmd   h    8»»!t4*l>le 
compnaiua,  but    etMMi    in  rht-  prouiitme 
of  (jhod  and  e*r1y  in   ih^*  luinistry  h»   wa.* 
called  to  bury  bw  vHiuif  wif. .  a    huhou 
the  depths  «>t    whirls  wnr  .■.m  fullv  t«tl 
except  thtwt    w  hu  huvr    fuui    «  iikt'  >xjm'- 
,  rieiJCe.     nf    ihis    iiuirna^t-    ..isly  a    -on, 
viz:   Dr.  lliili,  iif    Lyiiehburg.    Vu.,  wiu* 
left  to    8ohu»  I  hi     ^trii  km  he»*rt    uf  the 
youug  husiliaiul.     <>n  th<   I  ^ih  <.f  iH'ceni- 
i    !  her,  IHIiy,    lu-  iiniu-d    ill     w.iliuck    Misa 
Klvira    Hrnijik.a,    ul     IJuwan    cuunty.    a 
lady  both  in  f  anil  I V    and  mental    attoiu- 
mentg  uiid    bv  gran-    well     ealcuUletl  to 
.    cheer  hss  heart  Mid  aduru  hii<    hotae.    l>f 
this  marriage  iiu  children  came  tu   yci^rs, 
of    maturity      On.     a    verv  bright    audi 
promising  Iwy  of  fuuru*eu  years,  juit  on 
the  eve  of    entering  college,    w.'i*i  bidden 
by  the  angel  mesaeagerof  death  to  enter 
thf  h.'HM'nlv  ji»ht>ol  of  blisfi.     Smm  again 
the     husbaiiil  wii;    « allwl     to  nouurn   the 
1 1(»S  of  this  faithful    hel|i.uieet.     On  the  I 
17th  of  August,    l>-4?.  he    marnetl  Misgj 
Elia»l>eth     Price  X eagle,    living  in    Lin-,' 
ieolAOOUQty,  ii'>w  (irtstoti.      In  the    high- 
est esteem  uue    for  the  other    and  in  tbe 
tendered  love,  each  striving  to  make  tl». 
ntit'f  ha^y  a«M  usefnl.  and  their  Wr»«i#^ 
a    aiMd.i  I     (  hristian     home,     this  fXJUple 
Walked  together  the  journey  of  life  abontj 
fort V  five    years.     In  this    home  the  pa- 
j  rental  hea<i  wm    the    fountain    of    affec-j 
tioD  and  the    iouree   of   »utht»riiv.  Uke 
Abmhani  of  old  thev  walked  in  the  {nr- 
feet  w»y  »nfl  commanded  the  household 
after  them.     They    had  the   privihge    d 
seeing  six  gimn  and  one  daughter  e«  tue  u* 
years  uf    inaturity  and    the   uuspH'akahl* 
Drifilege  aa    well  m     pl«aaure,    of  Meemg 
them  alt  in   the  church    of  their  futh.-r. 
One^  the  Hev.  ,Jo«'  K.    Hall,  of  Ashland, 
Va-,  out-  an    elder  aud    one  a    dtie  >ii  in 
the    Belrooot   Presbyterian  ehurch,    ;-iih! 
the    onl?   daug^hter,    said  by    thtiw   wh  . 
knew  her  to  b«'  a  ladf  of    fine    (hristiaii 
character,  the  wife  of  Hev,   Kot>ert  Hall, 
of  Indiana.  | 

What  a  delight  It  must  ha\e  J)een  t<i 
the  heart  of  this  aged  patriarch  m  Hceiug 
two  of  his  stms  wearing  the  mini«teria> 
mantle  before  he  was  rmlled  hence !  ; 
What  an  encoura^ment  hrethren  to  us 
who  have  gons  to  pray  uilio  the  Head  of 
the  ('hurch,  that  He  wottJd  grant  us  a 
j  like  privileH-e.     The  full  days  of  our  de- 
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ee«Kd  '^IWN^^KN    eigh ty-sif    years, 
five  'monlbs  anH   leyen    days.     At    hia 
home,    after    a  few     yearB  of     the    flesh  i 
I  wrestling    with     the   infirmitie«    of    the 
fle«ih  on  the  J4th  of  August,    im-*,  sur- 
rounded by  his  wife  and  all  his  rhildreo 
«ave  two  in  the  peace    of  the  gospel   tuid 
in  the  triumph  uf  faith,   -he  fell  asU-ep" 
in  the  armM  of  Jesus,  leaving  his  faithful 
Wife  who  liad   m  patiently  iiur»ed  him  in 
all  his  MickteHs,    his  children     and  their 
childreti  and    luiriv     friendrt     to    luonrn 
his  losd.     Oil  the  2"^th  of  Auguit,  in   the 
prewnoe  of  a  hirife  uoucourw'  of   friend*, 
all  that  wa-,    luur'uil  wm  laid     to  re«t,  in 
the  i»ld    ciii-'ierv     of     (turthi-n.    hard-by 
where  h.'  hail   fur   twciitv  vejirn  preached 
a  pure     gospel.     As    a    man.    Br<».  Hall 
possessed  a  fine  personal  appearunee,  a«  a 
citizen,  he  was  patriotic;  and  enterfiririiiij/ 
-a  true  (  aroliTuau.  unlike  luanv  of    hir, 
kingiuan  {.referring  to  rif>end  his  lite  in  hie 
own  8tate.      Ah  a  prea<;her  he  would  not 
be  termed  elcxjuentiu  the  popular    sende 
of  the  term,  but  was  plain,  praetical  and 
.Scriptural       From  the  date  of  liceiisure 
to  the  (late  .if  death,  Hp).    llaU'H   minii- 
terial  life  covered   a  j>eriod  of    fifty-nine 
years.      Alwiut  forty  of  which  was  spent 
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in  the  active  work,  and  Klder   Jamea  W 
Uma    who  was  hii   co-laborwr  and  knew 
him     long     and    well,     t^tifies     to     his 
;  BcrupulouB    tid«Uty  in    meeting   his  ap- 
I  pointinents.     The    good   done    by     this 
Hervaut  during  these  years,    only  the  ui- 
falUble    retwrdhook     can  fully    reveal; 
but  here  are  wme  of  the  visible  fruit*  of 
his  laliors.     By  grace  in  life  he  adorned 
the  Christian    character  and    died  a  tri- 
umidiant  death     a  father  of  f<u.r  office-  • 
bearers    in  the     Church-two    of    them 
ministers  of    the  gospel  and    a  .laughter 
.the  wife  of  a  minister.  ^ 

I      A  few  years  a  trustee  m    Union  Semi- 
nary, Va.]  for  twentv-nine  years  a  punc- 
tual and   ettlcient    trustee    of  Uavidson 
College,  an  institution  he  loved  so    well. 
Mid  m  an  evidence    of  this,  gratluatiui; 
three  of  his  sons  there,   worshipping  the 
liOrd  with  his    substance,  giving  to   the 
^rebuilding  of  New  Hope,  at   one  time,  a 
*  hundred  dollars,  a  large  gift  for  a    mm- 
lister  in  that  day,  but  here   is  the  crown-  ^ 
ling  glory  of    the  record    and  the  climax  i 
'.d  his  work  :  Six  hundred  precious  souls 
'  were  received  into  the  church  under    his 
ministry.     A    noble  record    of  the  deuil 
nn  inHinnug  evampb'  for  th*-  liviuK,  und 
iH  rich    henUtgr    for    the   Chunh.      A^  » 
Fresbvterv,    ^e     wnuld     iiimTibe  to     hit 
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I  rest  fr.iiii  thy  beloved   employ.  -m 

••If,, VI  hi';ul!lli>l   It    l»  f<»"     •'>'»"     ''*    '''*■' 

L  p«>n  lljc  walb  of  Zioii  ;  lo  Ir  ealletl 
Like  a  wHlch  won  nnrt  «e*rv  seuliue.l. 
To  put   hlRHine,!  oil    and   r.-l  ii»   lieaven' 
HesptHtf'ullv    >iit,uiit!.-d, 

H.  A.   Mn.i.Kit, 

L  hair  Ulan. 

•Approyed  by  MeckleotWg  I'reHl.yieiy  at 
pinevdle.  N.  C..  April  Ittth.  Tw»,  aud  order 
Bd  to  be  pubUnhBd   lu  Uie   N.»HtH  Cakoi.i- ^ 
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MEMORIAL  SKETCH   OF  THE  UTE 

BEV.  6.  D.  PARKS,  ADOPTED  BY 

MECKLENBUR6  PRESBYTERf. 


f  Uorrespondence  of  the  N.  C  PrMbytariao-l  | 

Write,  Blestad  are  the  dead  which  die  in  ; 
the    Lord  from    henceforth  :  \  ea,  iaith  the 
8pirit,  that  they   may  rest  from  their  labors  ; 
and  their  work*  do  follow  them." 


Ob  the  afternoon  of  March  2nd,  1894, 
the    Rav.    George    Dickiuson  Parks,    a 
veteran   soldier  of  the  crws,  peacefully 
fell  on  Blwp,  in  the  07th  year  of  hi»  age. 
The  Preebytery  of  Mecklenbarg.oonscioas 
that  in  the  death   of  their  dear  brother, 
it  has   8U8tained  the   loss  of  a  wise* and 
conaervative    counsellor,    %%     able   and 
faithful    presbyter  ;"  that   the  Ohnrch  is 
deprived  of  an  edifying,  tiseful  and  sac- 
cessfnl  preacher  of  the  gospel ;  and  that 
the   community  is   called  to   mourn  the 
Joss   of  a   most    excellent    and    worthy 
citizen,   a  public-Bpirited   patriot,  and  a 
man  of    integrity  and    nprightness:  de- 
sires to  put  OQ  permanent  record  ite  high 
appreciation  of  the  character  and  service 
of  our   departed    brother,    its  profound 
sorrow  at    his  death  ;  and    its  deep  and 
tender  sympathy  with  the  afflicted  widow 
and  children,    and  with  the  many  rela- 
tions and  friends  of  the  decei^d.     Dr. 
Parks    was    born  April    13th,    1827,  in 
ProrideoM      Township,      Mecklenburg 
conotf,  N.  C. 

At  the  ^e  of  18,  he  was  graduated  at 
PAfidson  College,  He  then  studied 
medicine  at  the  lionisville,  (Ky.)  Medi- 
cal Oollege ;  and  practice  his  chosen 
profession  with  much  acceptance  for 
more  than  a  year  in  this  country.  But 
when  it  pleased  God  to  reveal  His  Son 
in  him,  it  was  that  he  might  preach  Him 
to  his  dying  fellow  men.  The  phyiiciai. 
of  the  bodies  of  men  became,  by  the 
grace  of  God,  the  physician  of  their 
Bonis.  He  who  was  accustomed  to  min- 
ister balms  to  bruised  limbi  and  tlis- 
WM^  bodiM,  was  led  and  qualified  by  thr 
Spirit  of  G^  to  bear  Gilead'«  Balni  u> 
tht|r  wonnded  spirits  and  their  sin -sirk 
bobIs. 


He  studied    divinity  at  the  Oolumbia 
Thwlogical  Semina^ ;  and  was  liwowd 
to  preach  the  gospel   by  the  Preibyte^ 
of  Concord    at   Morganton,   in  the^iB' 
1866.     His    first    regular    charge    WM 
Steele  Creek.      During   his    mio|itrj  in 
this  church,  he  mentions  in  his  dkry  ^ 
addition  in    one   jmx  of  lOS  immben, 
neArly  all  by  prof«wion  of  fiith,  tdding 
ttiat  only  one  other  chnroh  in  th«  G«ne* 
ral  Assembly  report  a  larger  ^n  in  ttk« 
«kme   length   of    time,     Be<»n»  of  ill 
hwlth,  he  waa  compelled   reluctantly  toj 
give  np  this  ch»r|^. 

He  next  ministered  to  churches  in  and ' 
around   Hendersonville,  N.  0.     He  then 
aeived    Third    Creek,    Rowan    connty. 
From    whfch   point    he  went   to  Sugw 
Orwk,  where    he    labored    for  15  y^rt. 
It  wM   daring   his  ministry   there,  that 
the    preient    suhstantial    and     el^fmnt 
church  ediflw  wm   built,  an  edifice  that 
remains  a  monument   to  his  offlcieaoy  as 
a  pastor  and  an  honor  to  the  «>mtnnnity. 
At  was  also  while  at  Sugar  Creek  thath« 
was    instrumental    in     organising    Md 
bnilding  Amity  church. 


NORTH   CAROLC 


Hii  n«t  ehMfe  wa«  Sharon  ohuroh 
in  tWi  oottntf.  where  ho  remwued  5  or 
6  yeara.     At  the  close  of  hit  minlitry  at 
ShMon,  Bro.  Pwks  was  appointtd  evange- 
liit  by  the  Preebytery  of  Mecklenburg, 
and  Hindered    meet  efficient  •ertioe  in 
this  work    nntil    he  b^sams  pastor  of 
I  Mulbwry  church  an^  Williaw  Memorial 
i  chapel.    It  was  largely  thiwigh  his  in- 
strnmentalily  that  Mulberry  ohnrch  wat 
organised  and    bvilt.    In  this  field  ha 
finished  his    long,    nsefnl    Mid  highly 
honored  <»reer.    So  great  were  his  seal 
and  fideli^  that  he  overtaxed  his  bodily 
itr«ngth.     In  June   1898,  after  preach- 
ing in  the  morning  at  his  msnal  appoint- 
ment, he  was  riding  on  luirseback  in  the 
afternoon  to  a  distant  pcrfnt  to  preach 
a|^n,  when  he  reoelTed  his  first  paralj- 
tio  shwjk.    From  this  he  nevw  recotwad 
fully.      The  honr  of  Us  rest  and  his  i*- , 
ward   was    drawing  tms.    The  Master*. 
lookint  with  the  eye  of  oommendation 
and  approval    on    his   fidelity,  in  this 
limited  sphere,   was   saying  unto  l^m, 
«Eoter  thou  into  ttie  j^rfthy  Lord." 
And  so  »rly  in  the  mM^  rf  March,  the 
battle  and  way-worn   soltt^  quietly  lays 
aside  that  armor,  which  te  had  so  long 
and   faithfully  borne  and   steeay  and 
|H»Acsefully  sinks  to  rest, 

"How  blest   the   righ^ns   when   he 

lilt*   i 

By  order  of  Prt^bytery. 

llooiR  Martin,  1 

J.  J.  Kbmnbdt,  >      Oommtte. 

R.   W.  HUNTHB.    J 

Attest :  R.  Z.  Johhotvk, 

Stated  Clerk. 
lincolnton,  In,  C,  April  llth,  ISM.  ^ 
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MdnofW  of  R<v.  ftACSf  Utartta,  D.  D^ 
He  WM  born  in  Richmond,  V«.,  cm  tht 
7th  d«y  of  September,  iSji,  aod  died  im 
Ch«rl<rtte,  N.  C,  on   August  asth.  i<^o, 
having  lived  69  ye«n  lacking  a  few  days 
He  was  one  of  four  brcAhera  who  be- 
c«ne  rainistera  of  the  W(^,  sons  of  an 
eldei  of  marked  Presbyterian  inflae««ctt 
He  was  educated  at  the  University  of  Vir 
ginia  and  taught  Khool  in  Rtchmondftad  I 
studied  th^oli^y  till  the  civil  war  farok^l 
out  and  he  aer^  in  the  army  aroand* 
Richmond.     He  was  received  to  fall  com- 
munion in  the  Second  church,  Riehmond, 
and  ordained  and  senred  as  an  elder  till 
he  was  licena^  to  preiMh  bv  Moatg^m- 
ery  Prwbytery,  islh  day  of  A|Mril,  1870. 
He  was  •ubKqneotly  ordained  May  2Stb. 
187a,  to  the  w^rk  ^the  Gospel  miniatrv 
by  the  same  Pre^ytery  and  served  in 
Mootvonery.    INiyetteville   and    Bethel 
Preiriiyteritt  till   i^,  when  he  was  re- 
f«i^^  aa  a  membn  <tf  cmr  Prutbytery  at 
BrittaiD  church,  Sep^ber.  1^. 

He  w«t  warri^  t^  Miss  Margaret  A. 
Tomlin  on  tad  of /nly,  1861  Sons  and 
daughttfs  tiN*«  born  and  grew  up  to  be  a 
comfort  to  their  parents  an<l  all  of  them 
excej^  one  live  U^  pttAtxA  and  coinf'^t 
their  widowed  member.  Alexander  the 
eldest  son,  gawi  Ml  life  lo  the  ministry 
before  his  father's  4wlh. 

The  last  twelv«  vsan  et  hU  ministry 
were  spent  ta  fcte  ietli^  work  of  t^is 
Prwbyterv  Pkmi  iSK  to  189a  he  was 
pastor  ol  Provi^^ai  sad  Banks  churches ; 
from  189a  to  1900  te  was  pMtor  of  Mai 
lard  Creek  chw^.  Before  he  reached 
Presbytery  in  Apiil«  tfso,  ht  had  to  stop 
at  GastoQia  aad  rttttm  fc«aie,  sending  in 
his  r^ignation,  which  was  K^ompanied 
wiih  a  prot^t  frMB  his  people.  Bat  his 
vigor  was  rapidly  failing  and  he  ^^as 
taken  to  «  private  hospital  in  Charlotte 
and  carefully  atten^d  and  where  he  suf- 
fered gi-eaUy  until  h«  died. 

In  Joae,  189Q,  Davids^  College  con- 
fen«d  OS  him  the  (kgr^  of  Doctor  of  Di 
viat^,  just  aft»  he  returned  trom  the 
General  Aasembly  m  cwr  Oommissioaer 
in  the  church  in  Richmoad,  where  his 
wrty  «Mttbood  was  ^ptat. 

As  presbyter  firotlukr  Mwtia  wm  a<»a- 
spicnotts  member  of  this  Piesbytei^ 


alert  land  fearlewly  defending  the  poHtv 
of  the  Pr«byterisn  Church-  Difficult 
ecclwaatical  ^^ews  sod  delicate  judi- 
cial qu^tions  were  refeae^  to  him,  H«s 
bold  declaratiOB  <rf  Pti^ytotsn  autbw 
ity  was  always  teiBpered  with  go^  hu 
mor  and  charity  whteh  held  us  all  in 
sweet  snd  giwrior  a»Atenee  in  his  in- 
tegrity and  righteoBW^. 

As  pMtor  he  was  fcithful  «nd  lesions 

fearlessly  meeting   his    rraponsiblHties. 

As  preacher  be  WM  earnest,   always  Cal 

vinistic  in  his  inter^eUiion  of  Scripturr 

and  intolerant  towards  error  in  doctrine. 

but  rnont  Catholic  a^  fratwnal  toward.i 

brethren  of  f^her  deaoniinaliona      As  a 

companion  and  friend  he  ♦•ndearcd  him 

self  to  th<»e  wbMe  good  fortune  it  was  to 

be  near  him  and  know  him  best.  As  such 

be  "ielded  his  greatest  power,  manifest 

ing  the  tenderness  of  an  intensely  afifec 

1  tionate  disfiosition  and  the  sweetness  of 

*  an  humble  Chrirtian   and  the  charm  of 

gracious  and  courtly  manners. 

In  transferring  his  name  to  the  roll  of 
decea.«ied   ministers,  this  Prt^bytery  ex 
tends  Christian  svmpathvto  hisber^ved 
family  and  r^ommendsthem  to  the  favor 
of  the  Goo«l  Shepherd  of  us  all. 

His  death  takes  from  our  front  ranks 
one  of  our  strongest,  bravest  and  b^m 
ministers  of  the  Word,  a  loyal  servant 
[  of  onr  Hear  old  Pre«byteri-»n  Church  and 
faithful  steward  in  the  Master's  vine 
yard. 

Help.Lord.  for  the  godlv  man  reas^th, 
the  faithful  fail  from  among  the  children 

of  men." 

Respectfully  submitted 
R   Z  Johnston, 
J.  M,  Gkirr. 
Geo.  h  Cmm 

Comtnittee 

*  Sharon  Ch-reh,  N    C,  Oc».  5,  iy<». 
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